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The Rimado at times recalls the freedom and variety of
treatment of the arch-priest of Hita, though the Muse of Ayala
is essentially more serious than that of Ruiz. Nor was Don
Pedro content only with his verses and his Chronicle. He was
also the author of a practical treatise on falconry, and the care
and management of hawks; and his work, one of the most com-
plete that has ever been published on the subject, was annotated
by no less distinguished a successor than Beltran de la Cueva,
Duke of Albuquerque.1

A statesman and a chronicler, a poet and a sportsman, a
soldier and a politician, Pedro Lopez de Ayala is very far from
being a mere court scribe; and, if he is best known to posterity
by his admirable history of his own times, it must not be for-
gotten that he was one of the most admired and one of the most
admirable among the Castilian gentlemen of his day.2

1The best edition of Rl Libra de los Aves de Ca$a del Canciller, Pedro Lopez
de Ayala, is that published in Madrid, 1869, with an introduction by Don Pascual
de Gayangos. See also Casiri, Biblioteca Arab. Hist. Escurial., i., 231.

The noble and knightly pastime of falconry was introduced into Spain by the
Arabs, having been in all probability adopted by their ancestors from their neigh-
bours the Persians. Falconry is constantly referred to in the Shah Naraah of
Firdusi, The number of Arabic MSS. treating of falconry in the Escurial would
abundantly suffice to prove the oriental origin of Spanish falconry, even if it were
not that the vocabulary or technical language of the sport is so largely Arabic that
any doubt upon the question is impossible. Cetreria, indeed, is from the Latin
accipiter; but most of the special or technical words connected with Spanish
falconry speak plainly of their Arab origin, such as: Awrt a hawk; Alcahaxt
bird-cage; Alcaravan, a buzzard or marsh harrier; Alcotan, sparrow hawk;
Alfaneque, Tunis hawk, white with brown spots; Bahari, gentle falcon; Sacre,
lanner or hen harrier; Alcandara, perch for hawks; Alcatrast water fowl;
Alcadera, water fowl; Alcasubor, a kind of drum to startle water fowl Many
other similar words are given by Don Pascual de Gayangos in his edition (1869) of
Ayala's work, above referred to.

2 The whole of vol. xix. of the Documntos tnedifos, 575 pp., is taken up with
a biographical memoir and essay, concluded only in vol. xx., of Ayala, by Rafael
de Floranes, to which the student is referred, not only for all that can be said or
written about the old chronicler, but for a very interesting treatise upon the rise or
restomtion of polite letters in Christian Spain, a restoration in which Ayala no
doubt played a very important part.